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Senior School at John Forrest Secondary College

Welcome to Senior School at John Forrest Secondary College. The final two years of school is designed to put students
on a pathway to a post-secondary destination. These pathways are individualised according to each student’s
abilities, interests, goals and academic and emotional development. For some students, their pathway may lead them
away from secondary education. It is not compulsory for students to remain at school post Year 10. They can choose
to seek employment, go to TAFE or find an alternative training pathway. We strongly encourage that students who
are considering not returning to John Forrest speak to a member of the Course Counselling team to discuss their
options.

WASSA — Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement

This is a statement of achievement that all students receive upon the completion of Year 12. It lists all courses (ATAR
and General), Certificates and Endorsed Programs, along with their respective grades. It shows a picture of the whole
student and their achievements in Senior School.

WACE - Western Australian Certificate of Education

This is a statement of attainment, indicating that students have met certain requirements. They are as follows:

General Requirements
You must:
e demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and a minimum standard of numeracy.
e complete a minimum of 20 units or equivalents.
e be able to create an ATAR score in Year 12 (four or more ATAR courses) or complete a Certificate Il
qualification or complete at least five Year 12 ATAR/General courses.

Literacy and Numeracy Standard

To demonstrate the minimum literacy and numeracy standard students will need to either pass the three Online
Literacy and Numeracy Assessments (Reading, Writing and Numeracy) or have pre-qualified through gaining Band 8 or
above in the Year 9 NAPLAN tests.

Breadth and Depth Requirement

Students need to study a minimum of 20 course units or equivalents over Years 11 and 12, with 10 of them being in
Year 12. Students must study four units of an English course (General English, General EALD ATAR English, ATAR EALD
or ATAR Literature), two in Year 11 and two in Year 12. Students must also study one course from List A
(arts/languages/social sciences) and one from List B (mathematics/science/technology).

Achievement Standard

Students must achieve 14 units C grades (or unit equivalents*) over Years 11 and 12 with at least six of these coming
from Year 12. Certificate Courses and Endorsed Programs can be used for a maximum of eight of these grades over
the two years, four in each.

*Unit Equivalents

Unit equivalence can be obtained through VET qualifications undertaken as VET credit transfer and/or through
Endorsed programs. The maximum unit equivalence available is eight units — four Year 11 units and four Year 12
units. Students may obtain unit equivalence as follows:

e up to eight unit equivalents through completion of VET qualifications, or

e up to four unit equivalents through completion of Endorsed programs, or

e up to eight unit equivalents through a combination of VET qualifications and Endorsed programs, but with
Endorsed programs contributing no more than four unit equivalents.

For VET qualifications:

e q Certificate | is equivalent to two Year 11 units

e q Certificate Il is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units

e q Certificate Il or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and four Year 12 units

e a partially completed Certificate Il or higher is equivalent to two Year 11 and two Year 12 units (credit only
allocated if the criteria for partial completion are met).

For Endorsed programs, unit equivalence is identified on the School’s Curriculum and Standards Authority’s approved
list of Endorsed programs.



Types of courses

There are a number of different types of courses students can choose from. They are:

* ATAR - Traditionally the “direct entry” pathway to university. There are external exams at the end of Year 12
in addition to school exams in both Semesters 1 and 2 of Years 11 and 12. There are prerequisites for these
courses that students have to meet before being accepted (included throughout the Handbook).

*  General —Broad courses that lead to a number of pathways including alternative entry to university, TAFE,
employment and apprenticeships. There is an Externally Set Task (EST) in Year 12 that all students in the state
taking that course must complete.

*  Certificate — These are nationally recognised qualifications that can lead to TAFE, alternative entry to
university, employment and apprenticeships.

*  Endorsed programs — These often relate directly to the out-of-school interests of students (Bush Rangers,
music, volunteer work) but can also be in-school courses such as UniReady and ADWPL (work experience).

*  TAFE profile courses — These are 1 or 2 days at TAFE per week that students can apply for. Acceptance into
the courses are based on competitive entry requirements.

*  MPA courses — These are pre-apprenticeships in Plumbing and Painting and are done through the John
Forrest Trade Training Centre. Entrance to these is also competitive.

e School-based traineeships — These are 1 or 2 days per week at a workplace and again competitive.

Pathways

The courses students choose are dependent on their pathway. All students are required to choose six (6) courses.

Training and Employment University Pathway
Pathway
Direct Entry Alternative Entry
Combination of Minimum of 4 ATAR courses UniReady
General/ATAR/Certificate
courses Combination of Combination of
General/Certificate courses or General/ATAR/Certificate courses

External programs such as UniReady
MPA, TAFE Profile, School-
Based Traineeships.
Workplace Learning

Prerequisites and Recommendations — ATAR courses

ATAR courses in Years 11 and 12 require you to have achieved a certain grade and/or exam score in Year 10 in order
for students to be eligible to select them.

e Grades and exam scores for ATAR courses: These are an indication of the skill level a student needs to
demonstrate to select these courses. Given the complexity of the ATAR courses, it is essential that students
have mastered a foundation of understanding in Year 10 work to ensure success.

e Recommended prior achievement for General and Certificate courses: These recommendations give an
indication of the base level knowledge / skills that will set a student up for success in Year 11 and 12.

e Attendance at school and attitude towards study are also strongly linked to success in Years 11 and 12.
Having demonstrated success in both of these areas in Year 10 is an indicator of future success in Senior
School. The College expects an attendance rate of > 95%.

The Subject Selection Online system will only allow you to select courses you have been recommended for. There is
provision for you to request an override of these recommendations via email and set up an appointment to review
your case. The College is committed to doing everything possible to support students in achieving their goals and we
will do all we can to assist you in being prepared for Senior School.



Courses and Certificate qualifications offered at John Forrest in 2023

e Students will choose a total of 6 courses that they will study for two years (Yr 11 and 12)

e  These will be a combination of ATAR, General and Certificate courses, depending on the pathway a student is

following.

e Students can select no more than two Certificate courses and endorsed programs combined.
e  When choosing courses, students must have at least one from List A and one from List B in order to fulfil part
of the Breadth and Depth requirements. This is covered by students selecting at least one English course and

one Mathematics Course.

List A List B
ATAR General ATAR General

e  Economics Career and Biology Applied

e English Enterprise Chemistry Information

e Literature Drama Human Biology Technology

e Modern History English Mathematics Building and
English as an Applications Construction
Additional Mathematics Chemistry
Language or Dialect Methods Food, Science and
Media Production Mathematics Technology
and Analysis Specialist Health Studies
Visual Arts Physics Human Biology

Psychology Materials Design

and Technology
(Wood)
Mathematics
Essential

Physical Education
Studies
Psychology

Certificate Courses delivered at John Forrest SC

e  Certificate lll in Business (Year 12 only)
e Certificate Il in Dance (2-year qualification)

e Certificate Il in Engineering Pathways (2-year qualification)

e Certificate Il in Hospitality (2-year qualification)

e Certificate Il in Music Industry (2-year qualification)
e Certificate Il in Sport Coaching (Year 12 only)

e Certificate Il in Sport and Recreation (Cricket & AFL) or (Tennis & Basketball)
e Certificate Il Workplace Skills (formerly Business)

Endorsed Programs on the Timetable

e UniReady

Students may apply for the following through separate application:

e Certificate Il in Plumbing (Pre Apprenticeship) (John Forrest Trade Training Centre)

e  Certificate Il Building and Construction: Painting (Pre-Apprenticeship) (John Forrest Trade Training Centre)

e Avariety of TAFE courses through the VET in Schools program

e Avariety of school based traineeships

e  Authority Developed Work Place Learning

These are competitive courses. Applications are in addition to the subject selection process. Information about the
applications processes will be sent via SEQTA. Students must monitor this information to ensure they do not miss the
various deadlines. If successful in one of these applications, the program will replace one subject the student has selected

on their timetable.




THE ARTS

Drama - General
Media Production and Analysis - General
Visual Arts — General

Certificate Il in Dance — see page 36
Certificate Il in Music — see page 36

THE ARTS PATHWAYS

Media Production . .
Year | Dance Drama . Music Visual Arts
and Analysis
11 Certificate Il Dance General General Certificate Il Music General
(commence) (commence)
Certificate Il D Certificate Il Musi
12 er |'|ca N ance General General er |'|ca N usic General
(continue) (continue)

Drama - General

Drama provides opportunities for students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their
imagined and conceptual ideas, emotions, observations and experiences, as they discover and interpret the world.

Drama is the expression and exploration of personal, emotional, social and cultural worlds, through role and situation,
that engages, entertains and challenges. Students create meaning as drama makers, performers and audiences as
they engage with and analyse their own and others’ stories and points of view.

In making and staging drama, they learn how to be focused, innovating and resourceful, collaborative and take on
responsibilities for drama presentations. Students develop a sense of curiosity and empathy by exploring the diversity
of drama in the contemporary world and in other times, traditions, places and cultures.

Drama has the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and encouraging them to
reach their creative and expressive potential. The term ‘creativity’ plays a critical role in Drama.

The Drama General course focuses on drama in practice and aesthetic understanding as students integrate their
knowledge and skills. They engage in drama processes such as improvisation, play building, text interpretation,
playwriting and dramaturgy. This allows them to create original drama and interpret a range of texts written or
devised by others by adapting the theoretical approaches of drama practitioners like Stanislavski and Brecht.
Students’ work in this course includes production and design aspects involving directing, scenography, costumes,
props, promotional materials, and sound and lighting. Increasingly, students use new technologies, such as digital
sound and multimedia. They present drama to make meaning for a range of audiences and adapt their drama to suit
different performance settings. The focus in this course is primarily on ensemble performance and team work.

Unit 1 — Dramatic Storytelling

The focus of this unit is dramatic storytelling. Students engage with the skills, techniques, processes and conventions
of dramatic storytelling. Students view, read and explore relevant drama works and texts using scripts and/or script
excerpts from Australian and/or world sources.

Unit 2 — Drama Performance Events

The focus for this unit is drama performance events for an audience other than their class members. In participating
in a drama performance event, students work independently and in teams. They apply the creative process of
devising and of interpreting Australian and/or world sources to produce drama that is collaborative and makes
meaning.

The Year 12 Drama General course includes an Externally Set Task. The syllabus is divided into two units which are
delivered as a pair.



Unit 3 - Representational, Realist Drama
This unit focuses on representational, realistic drama. Students explore techniques of characterisation through
different approaches to text interpretation, particularly those based on the work of Stanislavski and others.

Unit 4 - Presentational, Non-realist Drama
This unit focuses on presentational, non-realist drama. Students explore techniques of role and/or character through
different approaches to text interpretation, particularly those based on the work of Brecht and others.

Media Production and Analysis - General

The Media Production and Analysis General course aims to prepare students for a future in a digital and
interconnected world by providing the skills, knowledge and understandings to tell their own stories and interpret the
stories of others. Students are encouraged to explore, experiment and interpret their world, reflecting and analysing
contemporary life, while understanding that this is done under social, cultural and institutional constraints. Students,
as users and creators of media products, consider the important role of audiences and their context.

The production of media work enables students to demonstrate their understanding of the key concepts of media
languages representation, audience, production, skills and processes as well as express their creativity and originality.
When producing media work, students learn to make decisions about all aspects of production, including creative
choices across pre-production, production and post production phases. This provides an opportunity for students to
reflect on and discuss their own creative work, intentions and outcomes. Within this process, skills are developed
enabling students to manipulate technologies which simulate industry experiences.

Unit 1 — Mass Media
Within this broad focus, students reflect on their own use of the media, common representations, including the
examination of characters, stars and stereotypes and the way media is constructed and produced.

Unit 2 — Point of View
In this unit, students will be introduced to the concept and learn how a point of view can be constructed. They will
analyse media work and construct a point of view in their own productions.

The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair.

Unit 3 — Entertainment
Within this broad focus, students will expand their understanding of media languages, learning how codes and
conventions are used to construct entertainment media.

Unit 4 — Representation and Reality
Students will consider different types of representations and how they relate to the construction of reality within
media work.

Visual Arts - General

In the Visual Arts General course, students engage in traditional, modern and contemporary media and techniques
within the broad areas of art forms. The course promotes innovative practice. Students are encouraged to explore
and represent their ideas and gain an awareness of the role that artists and designers play in reflecting, challenging
and shaping societal values. Students are encouraged to appreciate the work of other artists and engage in their own
art practice.

Unit 1 - Experiences
The focus for Unit 1 is experiences. Students base art making and interpretation on their lives and personal
experiences, observations of the immediate environment, events and/or special occasions.



Unit 2 — Explorations
The focus for Unit 2 is explorations. Students explore ways to generate and develop ideas using a variety of stimulus
materials and explorations from their local environment in their art making and interpretation.

The Year 12 syllabus is divided into two units which are delivered as a pair.

Unit 3 — Inspirations
The focus for Unit 3 is inspirations. Students become aware that artists gain inspiration and generate ideas from
diverse sources, including what is experienced, learned about, believed in, valued, imagined or invented.

Unit 4 — Investigations
The focus for Unit 4 is investigations. Students explore and develop ideas for art making and interpretation through
the investigation of different artists, art forms, processes and technologies.




ENGLISH

English - ATAR

English — General

Literature — ATAR

English as an Additional Language or Dialect - General

ENGLISH PATHWAY

Year English Literature EALD
11 General General
12 General General
11 ATAR ATAR

12 ATAR ATAR

No matter what pathway students are on, they need to choose at least one English subject from Literature, English
and EALD. Students can study any of them as ATAR or General courses. Students can select more than one English
course. If they are on an ATAR pathway to university, they can choose to study both ATAR Literature and English and
they can now both count in the calculation of their final ATAR. This double option is good for students who enjoy
English generally and are keen to build their communication and analytical skills.

English - ATAR

This course is designed to develop creative, analytical and critical thinking and communication
skills. We study a range of visual and written texts from Australia and from other cultures. The
aim is to learn to critically engage with a range of texts. That means exploring how they are
constructed, for whom and for what purpose. We study the conventions of different genres and
modes and look at the ways these conventions can be played with for effect, both creating and
analysing imaginative, persuasive and interpretive texts. The SCSA syllabus descriptions of the
four English ATAR units are outlined below:

Unit 1

Students explore how meaning is communicated through the relationships between language, text, purpose, context
and audience. This includes how language and texts are shaped by their purpose, the audiences for whom they are
intended, and the contexts in which they are created and received. Through responding to and creating texts,
students consider how language, structure and conventions operate in a variety of imaginative, interpretive and
persuasive texts.

Unit 2

Students analyse the representation of ideas, attitudes and voices in texts to consider how texts represent the world
and human experience. Analysis of how language and structural choices shape perspectives in and for a range of
contexts is central to this unit. By responding to and creating texts in different modes and media, students consider
the interplay of imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical elements in a range of texts and present their own
analyses.

Unit 3

Students explore representations of themes, issues, ideas and concepts through a comparison of texts. They analyse
and compare the relationships between language, genre and contexts. Students recognise and analyse the
conventions of genre in texts. Students compare and evaluate the effect of different media, forms and modes on the
structure of texts and how audiences respond to them. Understanding of these concepts is demonstrated through the
creation of imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses.

Unit 4

Students examine different interpretations and perspectives to develop further their knowledge and analysis of
purpose and style. They challenge perspectives, values and attitudes in texts, developing and testing their own
interpretations through debate and argument. Through close study of texts, students explore relationships between
content and structure, voice and perspectives and the text and context. Students demonstrate understanding of the
texts studied through creation of imaginative, interpretive, persuasive and analytical responses.




English - General

This course helps build the skills needed to become confident, competent and engaged
users of English in a range of contexts such as the workplace, the community, training or
further education. By developing comprehension, analytical and creative skills the course
provides the essential tools for future success. The SCSA syllabus descriptions of the four
English General units are listed below:

Unit 1
Unit 1 focuses on students comprehending and responding to the ideas and information presented in texts. Students:

e Employ a variety of strategies to assist comprehension and read, view and listen to texts to connect, interpret
and visualise ideas.

e Learn how to respond personally and logically to texts by questioning, using inferential reasoning and
determining the importance of content and structure.

e Consider how organisational features of texts help the audience to understand the text.

e Learn to interact with others in a range of contexts, including every day, community, social, further
education, training and workplace contexts.

e Communicate ideas and information clearly and correctly in a range of contexts.

o Apply their understanding of language through the creation of texts for different purposes.

Unit 2
Unit 2 focuses on interpreting ideas and arguments in a range of texts and contexts. Students:
e Analyse text structures and language features and identify the ideas, arguments and values expressed.
e Consider the purposes and possible audiences of texts.
e Examine the connections between purpose and structure and how a text’s meaning is influenced by the
context in which it is created and received.
e Integrate relevant information and ideas from texts to develop their own interpretations.
e Learn to interact effectively in a range of contexts.
e Create texts using persuasive, visual and literary techniques to engage audiences in a range of modes and
media.
Unit 3
Unit 3 focuses on exploring different perspectives presented in a range of texts and contexts. Students:
o explore attitudes, text structures and language features to understand a text’s meaning and purpose;
e examine relationships between context, purpose and audience in different language modes and types of
texts, and their impact on meaning;
e consider how perspectives and values are presented in texts to influence specific audiences;
e develop and justify their own interpretations when responding to texts;
e learn how to communicate logically, persuasively and imaginatively in different contexts, for different
purposes, using a variety of types of texts.
Unit4
Unit 4 focuses on community, local or global issues and ideas presented in texts and on developing students’ reasoned
responses to them. Students:
e explore how ideas, attitudes and values are presented by synthesising information from a range of sources to
develop independent perspectives; analyse the ways in which authors influence and position audiences;
e investigate differing perspectives and develop reasoned responses to these in a range of text forms for a
variety of audiences;
e construct and clearly express coherent, logical and sustained arguments and demonstrate an understanding
of purpose, audience and context; consider intended purpose and audience response when creating their
own persuasive, analytical, imaginative, and interpretive texts.

10



Literature - ATAR

y The Literature course is about engaging with texts in their literary contexts; exploring ideas,
attitudes, values and representations across time and genres. It involves not just exploring the
style, form and techniques of existing texts but also manipulating these to create original texts. At
the heart of this course is the close reading of a range of prose, poetry and drama texts and the

N aesthetic and intellectual pleasure that such readings can bring. The SCSA syllabus descriptions of
”/ the four ATAR Literature units are summarised below:

Unit 1

Unit 1 develops students’ knowledge and understanding of different ways of reading and creating literary texts drawn
from a widening range of historical, social, cultural and personal contexts. Students analyse the relationships between
language, text, contexts, individual points of view and the reader’s response. This unit develops knowledge and
understanding of different literary conventions and storytelling traditions and their relationships with audiences. A
range of literary forms is considered: prose fiction, poetry and drama. The significance of ideas and the distinctive
qualities of texts are analysed through detailed textual study. Through the creation of analytical responses, students
frame consistent arguments that are substantiated by relevant evidence. In the creation of imaginative texts,
students explore and experiment with aspects of style and form.

Unit 2

Unit 2 develops students’ knowledge and understanding of intertextuality, the ways literary texts connect with each
other. Drawing on a range of language and literary experiences, students consider the relationships between texts,
genres, authors, readers, audiences and contexts. The ideas, language and structure of different texts are compared
and contrasted. Exploring connections between texts involves analysing their similarities and differences through an
analysis of the ideas, language used and forms of texts. Students create analytical responses that are evidence-based
and convincing. By experimenting with text structures and language features, students understand how their
imaginative texts are informed by analytical responses.

Units 3 and 4

Students discuss the possible nature, function and value of specific literary texts by studying texts in relation to their
social, cultural and historical context. They explore how context may affect our understanding of texts; for example,
the historical contexts in which the text was produced and is received, including the writer’s experience, and the
attitudes and intertextual experiences of the reader. Students will learn about the ways in which values and attitudes
differ from one writer to the next and from one reader to the next; and how those values and attitudes might affect
readings of texts.

English as an Additional Language/Dialect - General

The EALD courses are designed for students who speak another language or dialect as their first or “home” language.
EALD focuses on development of the competent use of Standard Australian English (SAE) in a range of contexts. The
EALD General course prepares students for a range of post-secondary destinations in further education, training and
the workplace.

Unit 1

Unit 1 focuses on investigating how language and culture are interrelated and expressed in a range of contexts. A
variety of oral, written and multimodal texts are used to develop understanding of text structures and language
features. The relationship between these structures and features and the context, purpose and audience of texts is
explored. The unit will enhance students’ confidence in creating texts for different purposes and across all language
modes in both real and imagined contexts. It will broaden their understanding of the sociocultural and sociolinguistic
elements of SAE and develop skills for research and further academic study.

11



Unit 2

Unit 2 focuses on analysing and evaluating perspectives and attitudes presented in texts and creating extended texts
for a range of contexts. SAE language skills for effective communication in an expanding range of contexts are
consolidated. The use of cohesive text structures and language features is developed. The unit focuses on developing
planning and editing skills to create extended oral, written and multimodal texts. Attitudes, values and culturally
based assumptions within texts are identified, analysed and compared. Strategies for collecting, analysing, organising
and presenting ideas and information are refined.

Eligibility for enrolment in English as an Additional Language/Dialect

The EAL/D ATAR course is available to students who speak English as a second language or as an additional language or dialect, and whose use of
SAE is restricted. The course may provide English language or dialect support for students to the end of Year 11. English as an Additional Language
or Dialect eligibility criteria do not apply to the Year 11 period of enrolment. The specific eligibility criteria for enrolment into Year 12 in the course
are set out below. Students who fulfil any of these conditions are eligible to enrol. Such students need to complete an Eligibility Application Form
and forward it, with supporting documentation, through their school/College, to the School Curriculum and Standards Authority prior to enrolment.
Copies of this form are available on the School Curriculum and Standards Authority website (www.scsa.wa.edu.au) on the EAL/D course page.

The EAL/D course will be available to a student in Year 12:

e Whose first language is not English and who has not been a resident in Australia or another predominantly English speaking country for a
total period of more than seven years immediately prior to 1 January of the year of enrolment into Year 12, AND for whom English has not
been the main medium of communication and/or instruction for more than seven years immediately prior to 1 January of the year of
enrolment into Year 12.

e Who is Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, or from Cocos Island or Christmas Island, for whom SAE has been the medium of instruction, but
for whom SAE is an additional language/dialect, and whose exposure to SAE is primarily within the school context.

e Who is deaf or hard-of-hearing and communicates using signing, such as Auslan, as their first language.

e Whose first language is not English and who was born outside Australia and has had little or no formal education prior to arriving in
Australia?

e Whose first language is not English and who was born outside Australia or in a remote part of Australia and has had a disrupted formal
education whose first language is not English and who has been a resident in Australia for more than seven years prior to 1 January of the
year of enrolment into Year 12, but who has had little or disrupted formal education in SAE, resulting in significant disadvantage.

Please Note: If a student other than a Year 12 student applies to enrol to sit for the WACE examination, they must meet the eligibility
requirements.

12
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Health Studies - General Certificate Il Sport and Recreation — see page 36
Physical Education Studies - ATAR Certificate Il Sport Coaching — see page 36
Physical Education Studies — General
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION PATHWAYS
Year Health Studies Phys'lcal Education Sport and Recreation Sport Coaching
Studies
Certificate Il Sport and
General .
11 General Recreation
Cricket/AFL) and
(Tennis/Basketball)
General Certificate Il Sporting
12 General Coaching

Health Studies - General

In this General course students explore health as a dynamic quality of life. They consider the way in which beliefs and
attitudes influence health decisions and learn how to plan and take action that will promote their own health and that
of others. They examine the impact of social and environmental factors on health and use inquiry skills to investigate

and respond to relevant issues. The course also provides students with opportunities to develop skills that will enable
them to pursue careers in health promotion, research or community health care.

Unit 1

This unit focuses on personal health and wellbeing and what it means to be healthy. Students explore factors which
influence their health, and design action plans to improve health and achieve set goals. Key consumer health skills
and concepts, and the relationship between beliefs, attitudes, values and healthy behaviour, and the impact of social
and cultural norms, are introduced. Key self-management and interpersonal skills required to build effective
relationships are explored. Health inquiry skills are developed and applied to investigate and report on health issues.

Unit 2

This unit focuses on personal health and introduces the many factors which influence health. The notion of
prevention is central to this unit, and students explore actions, skills and strategies to cope with health influences and
improve hea