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Welcome Special Guests, staff and students to John Forrest Secondary College Anzac Day 
Ceremony Commemorating 100 years. 
 

On 25 April 1915 thousands of brave young men went ashore on a foreign beach in a far and 
distant land. 
 

Soldiers from the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) faced a formidable task – to 
seize the Gallipoli Peninsula and suppress the Ottoman defences guarding the Dardanelles. 
 

The Anzacs went ashore under the cover of darkness, but as morning dawned they faced an 
entrenched enemy and rugged, unforgiving terrain. 
 

Heavy casualties were suffered on both sides and a stalemate developed.  The campaign 
dragged on for eight months and soldiers endured extraordinary hardships. 
 

News of the campaign had a profound impact back home.  Reports of the Anzacs’ courage under 
fire, commitment to the task, loyalty and mateship forged a powerful and lasting legacy. 
 

By the end of the First World War in 1918, a young nation’s identity was emerging, reflecting the 
sacrifice of the Anzacs at Gallipoli, on the Western Front and in the Middle East. 
 

Thousands of young Australians, caught up in the patriotic fever of king and country, died in the 
service of their nation100 years ago.  Australian youth were tested on the shores of Gallipoli.  
More than 8000 Australians – including 1023 Western Australian were killed during the eight 
month Gallipoli campaign. 
 

Western Australians made up more than a quarter of the Australian landing force 100 years ago 
on April 25th, 1915.  They saw some of the fiercest fighting and suffered as a result. 
 

The first Australian Infantry Force Officer killed at Gallipoli was a West Australian, Captain William 
Annear of the 11th Battalion.  A Street is named after Captain Annear in his home suburb 
Beckenham.  When wandering around the local Morley, Bayswater, Bassendean area you will 
come across many street names such as Aliffe, Fairs, Kemp, Nelson and Westlake synonymous 
with World War One.  Each of these street names refer to a local World War One soldier.  There 
are 65 streets in the local Morley area named in honour of World War One soldiers.  Take the 
time over the ANZAC long weekend to log on to the college website under latest news or on the 
internet and look up your street name and discover its history. 
 

This milestone year – the centenary of the Anzac landing at Gallipoli – is significant beyond 
measure in our nation’s history.  It is an event that became etched into Australian history, and to 
this day the 25th of April is a day of remembrance and commemoration  
 

It was forged by men and women of the Australian Defence Forces who believed in duty above 
self, humanity above neglect, freedom above oppression, mateship above self-interest, courage 
above fear, compassion above disregard and who simply loved their country.  Their gift is not 
only the spirit of the Anzacs; it is also the spirit of Australia. 
 

I’d encourage you tomorrow to attend a local service on Anzac Day to remember and 
commemorate more than a century of service and sacrifice by those Australian men and women 
who have served – and continue to serve – in defence of our values and freedoms. 
 

Lest we forget. 


